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706 MAYY STAPLES 


~"¥F Copy in Archives = RSI 


GENERAL MUIR STEPHEN FAIRCHILD 


BORN: 2 September 1894 at Bellingham, Washington ‘ 
DIED: 17 Merch 1950, in Washington, D, C. of @ heart attack. 


Commissions 


Sergeant first class, Company A, Signal Corps, Washington 
National Guard 19 June 1916 = 5 October 1916 


Flying Gadet, Aviation Section Signal Corps, 6 June 1917+ 
5 February 1918 


Segond lieutenant Aviation Section Signal Officers Reserve 
Corps, 11 Januery 1915 


First lieutenant (temporary) § March 1916 
(Honorably discharged 31 October 1919) 


First lieutenant, Air Service, Regular Army, 1 July 1920 


Promotions 
Captain 15 January 1931 
Mejor Sargenol b 16 June 1936 
Major (permanent ) 12 June 1939 


Lt Colonel (temporary) 16 Nov 1940 
Brig Gen (temporary) Aug 1941 
Lt Gol (permanent) 15 Oct 1941 
Col § Jan 1942 
Maj Gen (AUS) 3 Aug 1942 
Brig Gen (permanent) 18 Jul 1946 
Maj Gen (permanent) 19 Feb 1948 
General (temporary) 27 May 1948 


Mejor Campaigns 


On patrol duty during Mexicen Border crisis 
Served in France and Italy during World War ITI 
In the U, S, Army Air Forees throughout World War IT 


Awards 


Distinguished Flying Cross (For Pan-American Cood-will 
Tour, 21 Bee 1926-2 May 1927) 


1 sotually at Fort Myer, Vircinia, where General Fairchild 
then resided. 


Awards (eontinued) 


Legion of Merit (For service to the Government 
(Awarded Deo 19/2) 13 Tul 1940-27 Nov 1942) 


Distinguished Service Medel (For service as a member of the 
(Awarded Jan 1946) Joint Strategie Survey Commit- 
tee Dec 194.2-Dee 19i,5) 


Purple Heart (For wounds received in action 
15 Ost 1918) 


Foreign Decoretions 
French Croix de Guerre 


Major Achievements 


Gen Murer Stephen Feirchild began his Federal Service in 1916, 
with patrol duty under the “Washington National Guard during the 
Mexican Border incident. His first Army assignment wes to the 


‘ aviation grouné school et Berkeley, California. Following gra- 


duation, he was ordered to Emrope to attend flying school in 
Frenee and Italy <= a tour of duty through which he gained con- 
siderable experience in piloting various types of large bombers 
and in flying at night, with units of the French Air Foree, 

Fran ll] January to & March 1918, he took part in operations con= 
ducted from Fosgia, Italy, and from then until the Fall of 1918 
he served with the llth Aere Squadron on detached duty with the 
Preneh Army in different sectors of France, 


Upon return to the United States in December 1918, he served 
in severe] eapacities in the course of the next few years <= 
as flying instructor at Ellington Field, Texes (until 31 Oetober 
1919); as commender of the 11th Aero Squadron at Kelly Field, 
Texas, Ohio (1921~1922),. He then entered the Air Service Engi- 
neer School there and, after graduetion in 1923 from the Mainte- 
mence Engineer Course, became Chief of the Engines and Planes 
Maintenance Branch at MeGook Field, Im June 1925, he was trans~ 


ferred to Mitehel Field, New York, as an engineer officer and 


afterward to Langley Field, Virginia, where he was assigned to 
the office of Post Engi neer in May 1927, 


Meanwhile, between 21 December 1926 and 2 Mey 1927, he par- 
ticipated in a Pan-American, good-will flight around South 
America, at the conclusion of which hs, along with ethers of the 
mission, was given the Distinguished Fiying Cross-- the first 
award of this newly authorized decoration, Following this flight 


2 x 
included was service’ in the Champagne Sector during the battle 


of Chateua-Thierry, in the Meuse Sestor during the ®t. Mihiel 
offensive, and in the Argonne during the drive in that area, 
(This information eananot be verified here.) 


Mejor Achievements (continued) 


he reswmed his duties at Langley Field, where he remained until 
25 June 1928, “e then attended the Air Gorpe Engineer School 

at Wright Field, Ohio, eni, :fter graduation in June 1929, he 
beceme the Air Corps representative at the Douglas Airereft Come 
pany, Santa Monica, California. 


With enrollment in the Air Corps Teeticel Sehool in Aucust 
1934, General Fairchild, then ea eaptdn, entered upon a period of 
professional training that was to lest for several years, Upon 
cempletion of his work at Maxwell Field, Alabama, in June 1935, 
he then was appointed to the Army Industriel Colleges, Yashington, 
De Ce, Greduating from th re in dune 1936, and from the Aray War 
Collsge in “ashington in Tune of the following year, 


Assigned then to the Air Corps Teetical Seheoel es instructor 
he returned to Mexwell Field in the summer of 1937, and twe years 
later (1 July 1939) was made Director of the Department of Air 
Tactics and Strategy in that school, Remaining here for another 
year he became, on 13 July 1940, Assistant “xecutive in the Plans 
Division, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 


In Tune 1941, when the Air Poree Combat Command (formerly the 
GH2 Air Foree) and the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps were 
combined to form the Army Air Porces, he (then a It colenel) was 
appointed secretary to the newly ereated Air Staff, On 4 August 
of thet year, he was promoted to Brigadier General, and, a few 
days later, was naned Bxecutive Assistant to the Chief of the Air 
Corps.2 In March 1942, he became Direetor of Militery Requirements 
at Hea‘quarters Army Air Forces, “ashineton, D, S,, ané, in Noveme- 
be? 1942, he was transferred to the Orfice of the bombined Chiefs 
of Staff, as « member of the Joint Stratesic Survey Comittee, 
Serving in this sapeeity throughout the remainder of World War IT 
he was appointed commandant ef the Army Air Yorees School at 
Maxwell field in Januery 1946, ani upod redesignation of the school 
as The Air University two months leter (12 March 1946) he beoane 
its first commanding generel, After serving there for more than 
two years, he was sppointed Vice Chief of Staff of the United 
States Air Foeree anc promoted to the temporary renk of General, 
on 27 May 1948, It was in this capacity he was serving at the 
time of his death, 


General Fairehild held the ratings of Command Pilot, Combet 
Observer an’ Aireraft Observer, 


his office, continued after formation of the Army Air Forees, 
disappears in the reorganizetion of 9 Mareh 1942, During the 
time thet Generel Fairchild served as Executive Assistant, the 
office was headed first by Maj, Gen, OH, Brett, then by Maj. 
Gen, W, Re Weaver, : 
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MUIR STSPHaN FATRCHTLD 
TO- 10555) 


Muir S. Fairchild was born in Bellincham, fashington, on Sept. 2,10) 
He ws in Federal Service as a sergeant in the Washington National Guard between 
June 19, 1916, and Oct. 5, 1916. He became a flying cadet in the Aviation Sec- 
tion of the Signal Corps on June 6, 1917, and wis anpointed a second lieutenant 
in the Aviation Section, Signal Beserve on Jan. 11, 1915. He was promoted to 
first lieutenant on Mer. 8, 191%, and served until his honorable discharge on 
Oct. 31, 1919. He was commissioned a first lieutenant in the Air Service of the 
Regular army on July 1, 1920. 


PROMOTIONS 


ed 


o captain on dan, 15, 1931; to major (temporary) on 

(permenent) on June 12, 1929; to lputenant colons (+ 

3 to brig, sen. \texporary) on Aug. h, 10413; to lieuten 

on Oct. 15, 1941; to major ceneral (temporary) on Auge 45 
jer General (Permanent) 


He was promoted t 

June 16, 1935; to 
porary) on Nov. 16, 1910 
ant colonel (permanent) 
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Yith the Washington Netional Guard, he served on Border Patrol duty in 
te) 3 ev 
1916, His first assignment in the Army was at the ground school at Berkeley, 


> 


Cal., and followine sraduation, he was ordered to Zurope to attend wrious flying 

schools in France and Italy. He attained extensive experience in flying several 

types of large bombers, piloting eht bombers over the Rhine with the French 

forees, His headouarters was at ys, between Jan. ll, 1915, and ikr. §, 
aa 


: s y 13 7. 
d service with the french Army, 


w 


etween Mar 8, 1915, and Oct. 431, 1914. 


He returned to the United St:tes on Dec. 1915 for duty at Ellington Fld, 
ss ed to command the llth 


Texas, as a flying instructor, In Sept. 1920 he was a 


Aero Squadron =t Kelly Fld, Texas. 


ame a Test Pilot at McCook 

in the A ir Service | neer School there 
Maintenance En<inesr then becomines Chisf of 
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flicht was the first avard 


Following this flight, he resumed his duties at Lencley Field, where he 
remained until June 2 1925. He then enrolled in the sir Corns Meineer School, 
Wright Fld, Ohio, and following graduation in Junc, 19290, became the Air Corps 


Representative av DYouclas sAireraft Companv, Santa “iomica, Cal. 
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He. enrolled in the “ir Corps Jactical School, Maxwell Fld, Ala., in Aug. 
192), and was eradueted in the followine Jume. He then enrolled in the Army 

Sf Industrial Collese, “Washington, D.o graduated in June 1936, 
Qne year later he was greduated f 
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instructor et the Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field 


He was appointed Director of the Department of Air Tactics anc 
that School on duly 1, 1939. Hs returned to eof 
July 13, 1940, as Asst. Deaaikies in the Plans Dj 


; zi af 
the Army Air Forces was created, he became the first Secrot=ry of the n formed 
f APE wos promoted to the rani: of brigadier general and named Assistant 


os on Aug. h, 1941. 
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The President and Faculty 
of Georgetown College to All 
Unto Whom These Present Letters May Come 
Greetings in the Lord 


Forty years have elapsed since the military leaders 

of our country, divining the significance of the recently 
invented airplane, established the first tiny unit of 
American military aviation. From this small beginning of 
three men with no machines, the United States Air Force has 
grown in numbers, equipment and strategic importance until 
today it occupies a position of supreme moment in our 
military system. And if its growth has been remarkable, 
its traditions in war and peace have been correspondingly 
glorious. | 

| Today our University honors a member of the Air Force 
who has made a great contribution to our country and to his 
profession. Already a soldier, he joined the Air Force at 
the time of the first World War and fulfilled many hazardous 
missions in combat. During the years of peace he industriously 
perfected his military knowledge and proficiency both in 
flight, in aerial exploration and in the great Army schools, 
so that when America entered the second World War, he was 
admirably fitted for the high staff assignments that he so 
meritoriously filled. When victory was won, he was entrusted 
with the organization and administration of the Air University, 
a mission of the highest moment, for the knowledge and wisdom 


of the Air Force's leaders are as important as the bravery of 


its men and the perfection of its weapons and equipment. 
; Now, therefore, Georgetown University, proud of its 
patriotic traditions since the infant days of our Republic, 
pete of its opportunity to participate in the training of 
future Air Force leaders, and desirous of honoring a 
commander of great renown, by the authority vested in us 


by the Congress of the United States, creates and proclaims 


MUIR STEPHEN FAIRCHILD 
Doctor of Military Science 


Done and sealed with the great seal of this University 
at Washington on the 28th day of September in the year of 
Our Lord 1947. 


CHARLES L. COOLAHAN, S.J. LAWRENCE C. GORMAN, S.J. 
Secretary President 


@ 
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